
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



09/771,896 



01/30/2001 



2U71 7590 06716/2004 

STAAS & HALSEY LLP 
SUITE 700 

1201 NEW YORK AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 



Nobuyuki Mori 



826.1670 



2674 



c 



EXAMINER 



DADA, BEEMNETW 
ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER" 



2135 

DATE MAILED: 06/16/2004 



7 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



w 

Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/771,896 


Applicant(s) 
MORI ET AL. 


examiner 

Beemnet W Dada 


Art Unit 

2135 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-29 have been examined. 



Claim Objections 



2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word 'code' on line 10 
is spelled incorrectly. Appropriate correction is required. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



4. Claim 1-4, 9, 15-17 and 24-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Chow et al. (hereinafter Chow) (US Patent No. 6,292,092 B1). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



5. As per claims 1, 24 and 27, Chow teaches a signature system presenting a receiver with 
signature information of a user, comprising: 
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an input means inputting the identification information of the user [column 4, lines 47-56 
and column 2, lines 60-65]; and 

an output means outputting information for generation of the signature information 
according to the input identification information in a format readable by a bar code reader (i.e. 
inputted personal information or signature or picture image data is encrypted and outputted as 
two dimensional bar code as authentication data) [column 4, lines 63-67, column 3, lines 1-3 
and column 7, lines 57-63]. 

6. As per claims 9, 25 and 28, Chow teaches a signature system presenting signature 
information of a user to a receiver, comprising: 

a reading means reading information in a bar code format [column 4, lines 47-56 and 
column 3, line 1] ; 

and a generation means generating the signature information according to the 
read information [column 4, lines 63-67, column 3, lines 1-3 and column 7, lines 57-63]. 

7. As per claims 15, 26 and 29, Chow teaches a signature system, comprising: 

input means through which a user inputs authentication information, which is significant 
and repeatedly reproducible by the user (i.e. personal signature or biography data) [column 4, 
lines 47-56 and column 2, lines 60-65]. 

a generating means generating blind information of authentication information (i.e. 
encrypting the authentication information) [column 4, lines 63-67 and column 7, lines 57-63]; 
and 

an entry means entering the blind information in a device verifying signature information 
according to the authentication information [column 5, lines 9-29]. 
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8. As per claim 2, Chow teaches the system as applied above. Furthermore, Chow teaches 
the system, wherein the output means encrypts and outputs the identification information 
[column 4, lines 63-67]. 

9. As per claim 3, Chow teaches the system as applied above. Furthermore, Chow teaches 
the system wherein said input unit inputs authentication information, which is significant and 
repeatedly reproducible by the user, as the identification information (i.e. personal signature or 
biography data) [column 4, lines 47-56 and column 2, lines 60-65]. 

1 0. As per claim 4, Chow teaches the system as applied above. Furthermore, Chow teaches 
the system wherein said input unit inputs image data of an image of a seal as the identification 
information (i.e. signature) [column 2, lines 64]. 

11. As per claim 16, Chow teaches the system as applied above. Furthermore, Chow 
teaches the system wherein the system according to claim 15, wherein said entry unit enters in 
the device verifying the signature a one-directional function (i.e. hash function) and an 
encryption key, which are used to generate the blind information and required to authenticate a 
user [column 5, lines 45-55]. 

12. As per claim 17, Chow teaches the system as applied above. Furthermore, Chow 
teaches the system wherein said input unit and said generation unit are provided in a terminal of 
the user [column 4, lines 47-54 and column 6, lines 11-17]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 5-8, and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chow (US Patent No. 6,292,092 B1) in view of Berson et al. (hereinafter Berson) (US Patent 
No. 5,742,685). 

14. As per claims 5, 10, 1 1, 13 and 14 Chow teaches a signature system as applied to 
claims 1 and 9 above. Furthermore, Chow teaches authenticating identification information by 
encrypting and processing hash function [column 4, lines 63-67 and column 7, lines 57-63]. 

Chow does not explicitly teach generating illegal use prevention information for 
protecting against an illegal use. However, Berson teaches a signature system comprising, a 
generating means for generating illegal use prevention information for protecting against an 
illegal use [column 5, lines 9-17, 40-42 and 50-54]. Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to generate illegal use 
prevention information for protecting against an illegal use as per teachings of Berson and 
include it into authentication information taught by Chow, in order to avoid counterfeit use. 
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15. As per claims 6-8, the combination of Chow and Berson teaches the system as applied 
above. Furthermore, Berson teaches processing using hash function (one-directional function) 
and encrypting authentication information [column 5, lines 9-17]. 

16. As per claims 12, the combination of Chow and Berson teaches the system as applied 
above. Furthermore, Berson teaches the system, further comprising a timer unit generating date 
and time information used as the illegal use prevention information [column 5, lines 9-17]. 

17. Claim 18-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chow (US 
Patent No. 6,292,092 B1). 

18. As per claims 18-23, Chow teaches the method as applied to above. Furthermore, Chow 
teaches the signature system used in different authentication machines [column 6, lines 11-17], 
reading information in a bar code format [column 4, lines 47-56 and column 3, line 1], and a 
generation means generating the signature information according to the read information 
[column 4, lines 63-67, column 3, lines 1-3 and column 7, lines 57-63]. However Chow does not 
explicitly teach a user re-entering authentication information through input means. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to re- 
enter authentication information through input means. It would have been obvious because for 
subsequent transactions a user needs to re-enter (a system needs to scan) authentication 
information for verification. 



Conclusion 
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19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO form 892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Beemnet W Dada whose telephone number is (703) 305-8895. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 am - 6:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y Vu can be reached on (703) 305-4393. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Beemnet Dada 




June 10, 2004 



